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directed toward that end. In mere motive or will, un-
aided by the intuitive faculty, the force of the organism
is so directed, but for want of this faculty it may fail to
attain it. The telic power differs essentially from the
conative power in being directed not to the end but to
some means to the end. Intelligence works exclusively
through means, and only in so far as it does this does it
employ the final cause. Instead of seeking the thing
desired it seeks some other thing, unimportant in itself,
whose attainment it perceives will secure the thing de-
sired. This is the essence of intellectual action and all
that constitutes a final cause. It is the process of con-
verting means into ends. It thus becomes necessary that
the means be desired, otherwise there is no force for the
accomplishment of results. So far as the pursuit of the
means is concerned the action is purely conative and does
not differ from that which pursues the end directly. The
whole difference consists in the knowledge that the end
will follow upon the means. A final cause, therefore,
stripped of its manifold concomitants which so obscure
its true nature, consists in the pure intellectual perception
that a certain end i| attainable through a certain means.
But this is simply saying that in and of itself it is not a
cause at all. Knowledge is merely a guide to action.
Intellect is a directive agent and can no more be called
the cause of the result accomplished than the rudder can
be called the cause of the progress of a boat.

There are all degrees in the amount of indirection in-
volved in teleological action, from a mere detour necessary
to avoid an obstacle to the highest feats of engineering,
in which each separate part, say, of a Ferris wheel, must
be wrought and put together to make the perfect structure
which exists in the mind before the first step is taken.
In this latter illustration every effort put forth from the
beginning to the end is a direct epiative act applied to a